Program Notes

Jorg Widmanp — Fantasie for Clarinet Solo (1993)

Jorg Widmann &) 1973) is a German composer and clarinetist whose
works often blur the boundaries between music, theatre, and gesture.
Written in 1993 when Widmann was only twenty, Fantasie for Clarinet
Solo revealsi-is intimate understanding of the instrument and his
fascination with &alnsforming it into a voice of raw human expression.
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Aaron Copla met'C D (1948)

Aaron Copland 9( : ed the “Dean of American
Composers,” wrote hig«€laringg to in 1948 for jazz clarinetist Benny
Goodman. It has ﬁ Lt¥he e of the cornerstones of the clarinet

repertoire, celebrated™®rits lyrical purity and rhythmic vitality—
hallmarks of nature style.

The concer writtel contrasting movements connected by a
cadenza. The o on, marked Slowly and expressively, is serene
and introspec elodic lines that evoke a sense of vast
space and quie extended cadenza functions as a bridge,
gradually intro s of rhythmic and motivic material that
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blossom into the exuberant second movement. Marked Rather fast, the
finale draws on jazz syncopation and Latin dance rhythms, reflecting both
Goodman’s background and Copland’s fascination with American
popular idioms.*

For the performer, the concerto offers a journey from reflection to
freedom—from lyrical restraint to joyful, dance-like motion. It captures
the clarinet’s duffl nature: singing and agile, poetic yet playful.
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