Program Note. Chang Chang Yen
J. Brahms Violin Sonata No.1:

The Brahms Violin Sonata No. 1, also known as the "Rain Sonata," is a piece of
music for violin and piano by Johannes Brahms. It's famous for its beautiful tunes
and is made up of three parts: a gentle beginning, a slow and deep middle, and a
cheerful ending with a rain theme. This piece is well-loved for its emotional

music and is a favorite for people who enjoy violin music.

Wieniawski Variations & Original Theme:

Wieniawski was a famous Polish violin player and composer. This piece is
special because it combines difficult violin techniques with beautiful, expressive
music. It starts with an introduction that sets the mood, followed by a theme
Wieniawski made up. Then, there are several variations, each one changing the
theme a bit, showing off different violin skills. It's a popular piece for violinists to
play at concerts and contests because it's challenging and showcases the

musician's talent.

"Estrellita" is a lovely song from Mexico by Manuel Ponce. Jascha Heifetz, a very
famous violin player, made his own version for violin. Heifetz's arrangement
makes the song more complex and showcases the violin's ability to express deep
feelings. He added some difficult parts to the original simple melody, making it a
favorite piece for violinists who want to show off both their technical skills and
their ability to play with emotion. This version of "Estrellita" is a great example of

how a song can be transformed to highlight the beauty of the violin.



