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Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924) N OTES
Violin Sonata No. 1in A Major, Op. 13

Premiered in 1877, this sonata is one of Fauré’'s early masterpieces, showcasing
his gift for lyricism and harmonic innovation. The first movement, Allegro molto,
opens with a soaring violin melody over rippling piano accompaniment, setting
the tone for an expressive and passionate work. The second movement,
Andante, offers a moment of introspection with its delicate and flowing
melodies. The third movement, Scherzo: Allegro vivo, is light and playful,
providing contrast before the exuberant final Allegro quasi presto, which brings
the piece to a radiant conclusion. This sonata exemplifies Fauré’'s elegant, song-
like writing and rich harmonic language.

Eugene Ysave (I8538-1931)
Violin Sonata No. 3 in D Minor, “Ballade”

Written in 1923 as part of a set of six solo violin sonatas, each dedicated to a
different violinist, the Third Sonata is dedicated to the Romanian violinist Georges
Enescu. Unlike the other sonatas in the set, it consists of a single movement,
blending virtuosic demands with deeply expressive passages. The opening is
mysterious and improvisatory, gradually building into a powerful, declamatory
theme. Ysaye seamlessly weaves lyrical melodies with moments of fiery intensity,
creating a dramatic monologue for the solo violin. The sonata demands technical
brilliance, featuring rapid runs, double stops, and striking dynamic co

Maurice Ravel (1875-1937) 4
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Tzigane

Composed in 1924, Tzigane is Ravel’'s homage to the fie
Gypsy music. The piece begins with an extended solo
harmonies and expressive slides, demanding exceptional
The piano (or orchestral) accompaniment enters late
rhythmic drive and transforming it into a dazzling, whirlwi
passagework, improvisatory flair, and dramatic pacing, T
most exhilarating showpieces in the violin repertoir
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