
LudwigvanBeethoven(1770–1827)

TheViolinSonataNo.3inE-flatmajor,thethirdofhisOpus12set,was

writtenin1798anddedicatedtoAntonioSalieri.Thethirdsonatafeaturesa

sense ofgrandeur,powerand majesty found in few otherworks of

Beethoven’searlyyears.Inaddition,thepianowritingisoftenofnear-heroic

proportions,byfarthemostsubstantialinthefirstthreesonatas,andscarcely

equalledinanyofthesubsequentsonatas.Theviolinisfarfrom idle,but

muchofthepianoworkmightjustaswellhavebeenchanneledintoasonata

forsolopiano.Thesecondmovementconstitutestheemotionalcentreof

gravityinthissonata.Thisisthefirstadagioweencounterinthetraversalof

thesesonatas,andoneofthefinestslowmovementsinearlyBeethoven.To

Abram Loft,itismusicof“wonderful,timelesstranquillity…alovelybouquet,

fragrantwithgraciousmelodyandluxuriantturnsandroulades.”Thefinaleis

arollicking,joyousrondowithacatchyifhardlydistinctivemaintheme.

Frequentcontrastsofdynamicsandregisterareaconstantfeatureofthe

movement.

FranzSchubert(1797–1828)

TheViolinSonataNo.4(alsoknownastheDuoorGrandDuo)inAmajor,Op.

posth.162,D574,forviolinandpianobyFranzSchubertwascomposedin

1817.Thissonata,composedoneyearafterhisfirstthreeviolinsonatas,was

amuchmoreindividualwork,showingneithertheinfluenceofMozart,asin

these previous works,norofRossini,as in the contemporaneous 6th

Symphony.

Aram Khachaturian(1903–1978)

KhachaturiancomposedthefirstArmenianballetmusic,symphony,concerto,

andfilm score.HeisconsideredthemostrenownedArmeniancomposerof

the20thcentury.WhilefollowingtheestablishedmusicaltraditionsofRussia,

hebroadlyincorporatedArmenianand,tolesserextent,Caucasian,Eastern

andCentralEuropean,andMiddleEasternpeoples'folkmusicintohisworks.

HeishighlyregardedinArmenia,whereheisconsidereda"nationaltreasure".


