
Franck’s Violin Sonata in A Major 

 

The Violin Sonata in A Major by Belgian composer César Franck, composed in 1886, is 

one of the most celebrated works of Romantic chamber music. It is often regarded as one 

of the greatest violin sonatas ever written. 

This sonata was composed as a wedding gift for the renowned Belgian violinist Eugène 

Ysaÿe, who deeply loved the piece and performed it frequently throughout his life, helping 

to popularize it worldwide. 

 

Structure (Four Movements): 

1. I. Allegretto ben moderato 

• Gentle and lyrical opening. The violin and piano engage in an elegant dialogue. The 

music is expressive and introspective, featuring long, singing melodies. 

2. II. Allegro 

• Dramatic contrast emerges here, with intense interaction between violin and piano. 

Often described as “stormy,” this movement showcases emotional tension and virtuosic 

energy. 

3. III. Recitativo – Fantasia (Ben moderato) 

• Begins with a recitative-like violin solo, reminiscent of an opera, leading into a free, 

fantasy-like section. The mood shifts unpredictably, giving a sense of spontaneity. 

4. IV. Allegretto poco mosso 

• A rondo-style finale with a graceful, singing theme. The violin and piano imitate and 

respond to each other in perfect harmony, bringing the piece to a luminous and uplifting 

conclusion. 

 

 



Introduction to Bach’s Chaconne (from Violin Partita No. 2 in D minor, BWV 1004) 

 

Composer: Johann Sebastian Bach 

Work: Partita No. 2 in D minor, BWV 1004 

Date of composition: Around 1717–1720 

Movement: Fifth and final movement – Chaconne 

 

About the Chaconne 

 

The Chaconne is a monumental variation movement, lasting about 15 minutes—longer 

than all the other four movements combined. It is widely considered one of the greatest 

works ever written for solo violin. 

 

Musical Features: 

• Form: A set of variations over a repeating bass line or harmonic progression, with more 

than 60 variations developing from a single theme. 

• Emotional range: From deep sorrow and solemnity to intense passion and radiant 

triumph, the piece showcases extreme emotional depth and spiritual intensity. 

• Technical demands: Though written for solo violin, the music creates the illusion of 

multiple voices. Techniques include double stops, chords, arpeggios, and rapid 

passagework, demanding both precision and endurance. 

• Musical significance: The Chaconne is more than a technical showpiece—it is often 

regarded as a spiritual and emotional journey. Johannes Brahms once said: 

“On one stave, for a small instrument, the man writes a whole world of the deepest 

thoughts and most powerful feelings.  


